Press Release

Southern Baptist missionaries on the tiny island nation of Malta are coordinating the fifth annual "International Day of Prayer for the Maltese Islands". Earl Pinkston and his family have been serving in Malta since September 1998. He says, “We have seen the Lord doing a new work in these islands this year and we contribute it largely to the prayers of people around the world.  Dozens of people have made Christ their Lord and Savior.  Please join us in petitioning for there to be an unmistakable work of the Holy Spirit this year with thousands of Maltese coming to Christ and growing in Him.” 

Malta is made up of three small islands, the largest of which is only 9 miles by 17 miles. The Apostle Paul made an unplanned visit as recorded in Acts 28 when he shipwrecked on the island. He mentioned that the islanders showed him "unusual kindness". This same friendly attitude makes the Maltese Islands a favorite destination spot for tourists. The cultural and historical sites, the sun and the sea, and the wide use of English increase Malta's popularity. 

Despite being such a small nation with around 400,000 people, the Maltese have their own language (similar to Arabic), their own currency, and are now members of the European Union. The Maltese are also widely known for the significant role religion plays in their culture and daily life. Pinkston concludes that, "Although many are committed to their religious upbringing, the Maltese need to hear the truth of the Gospel. It is important that they read God's Word and understand that salvation only comes through a personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ." 

While living in Malta, the Pinkstons became increasingly aware of the need for more strategic prayer. Therefore they began coordinating the "International Day of Prayer for the Maltese Islands". They selected August 8th because Malta is listed on that day in the popular missions prayer book by Patrick Johnstone entitled, "Operation World". People from five different continents and numerous countries have joined together in previous years to lift up the needs of the Maltese, as well as believers in Malta. "It was exciting to see people from various Evangelical churches here in Malta come together to pray for our nation," says Rev. Edwin Caruana, pastor of the Evangelical Baptist Church. "Our prayer is that this year we will see even more believers participate in fasting and prayer, both in Malta and overseas." 

Many of the Maltese, who are truly interested in learning more about God and His Word, are often times hindered by cultural and religious traditions and even other family members. Prayer is the key to seeing the Maltese people come to have a daily, personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 

This year's Day of Prayer will again take place on Tuesday, August 8th 2006. The Pinkstons are encouraging churches to donate part of their service time on Sunday, August 6th for corporate prayer for Malta and then provide prayer guides for members to use in their homes or in small groups on Tuesday, August 8th.  If you or your church would like more information about how you can participate in the day of prayer, please visit www.praymalta.org, contact pray@praymalta.org, or in America call Greg Bennett at 405-691-6646. An informational letter, prayer guide, and PowerPoint presentation will soon be available upon request. 

